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Pyt Ko,

Thank you for your letter of 1 May, in relation to the marine policy inquiry report. As you
know, | gave an oral statement on 13 May which was my six-monthly update on marine
and fisheries matters. In that, | was able to address many of the points in your letter
and to inform you of the progress we have been making. For completeness, | will
reiterate some of the commitments in that statement to address the specific points in
your letter here.

1.5 We would be grateful if you could provide further detail as to how marine policy
is being mainstreamed across your department and the Welsh Government and on
how the marine planning process relates fo the proposals contained on Positive
Planning and the Draft Planning Bill.:

Accept.

During my 13 May statement | thanked the Committee for its continuing work and
for offering insight and guidance. | trust that the Committee will recognise how
much progress we have made on marine matters in the last year on this significant
challenge. | have brought together Marine and Fisheries in Welsh Government to
deliver extra capacity, published a Strategic Action Plan and given regular
statements to the Assembly on a range of important specific initiatives

I recognise that the effective management of our seas requires proper integration
across many policy areas. | have discussed better integrated marine governance
with Ministerial colleagues and there is cross-Government support for it. Cabinet
colleagues have agreed to establish a Welsh Government Marine Strategic
Governance Board to support this. It will be set up before the summer recess. |t
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will also work with UK Government on relevant matters,.

The Welsh Government is committed to joining up the land sea interface and
effectively linking marine and terrestrial planning processes. As | mentioned in my
statement, | have met with the Minister for Housing and Regeneration to agree a
joint approach and my officials are also working with their colleagues in Planning to
ensure that both the marine and land planning system join up when appropriate.
The marine planning process will take account of the principles set out in our recent
consultation document: Positive Planning: Proposals to reform the planning system
in Wales.

2.3 We ask that you provide us with an update on the progress made by the Welsh
Government in reviewing the ICZM strateqy and details of how work on ICZM is
being fed into work on the marine planning process and work on the Draft Planning
Bill.:

Accept.

We are committed to the principles of Integrated Coastal Zone Management.
Marine Planning has an important role to play in relation to ICZM. The Welsh
National Marine Plan has a legal duty to take all reasonable steps to be compatible
with our land plans and we will ensure it does so. My officials have reviewed
relevant terrestrial plans that the Marine Plan will need to work with. We will discuss
our findings with the Marine Planning Stakeholder Reference Group and also with
the relevant planning authorities. Work is underway in the Marine Planning
Stakeholder Reference Group to assess the Wales ICZM strategy in the context of
the current marine policy framework, which includes marine planning. It will be
important to ensure that all relevant planning processes and management
approaches take account of ICZM principles.

3.4 Given the scale of this task and the other commitments for marine policy made
in the Marine and Fisheries Strategic Action Plan we would ask that you keep the
resourcing of these actions under review and keep the Committee updated on
progress towards the 2015 target.;

Accept.

I will continue to look across my portfolio to try to release additional resources to
make even more effective progress.

I will ensure that we keep the Committee informed of the delivery of key tasks to
achieve this target. | plan to give a further six-monthly update on progress on
delivery of items in the Strategic Action Plan .

4.4 Given the lack of clarity over the timetable for completion of the assessment. and
the length of time available fo meet the 2016 target (ecologically coherent network of
sites in place by 2016). it would be helpful if you could provide us with confirmation
that you are content that this target will be met.

4.5 Additionally, we ask that you provide us with a detailed timetable for the
completion of the assessment and actions thereafter to designate any additional
sifes.:

Accept
I remain committed to ensuring that Wales makes its contribution to a representative
and coherent network of MPAs by the end of 2016, and in doing so fulfils its



obligations under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive. | am confident that we
will achieve this as Wales’ suite of sites already makes a significant contribution to
the MPA network.

However, to ensure our contribution to the MPA Network is ecologically coherent we
are working closely with Natural Resources Wales, the other UK administrations,
their statutory nature conservation bodies and the Joint Nature Conservation
Committee to conduct a stocktake of the UK MPA Network. This will enable us to
objectively assess our existing contribution to the network and identify whether any
gaps exist that we will be required to fill to complete our obligations. This work is
currently on schedule to be completed in late Summer 2015. Undertaking a
stocktake of all UK MPAs, including existing and planned, is a complex and the
teams involved will be developing a project timetable over the Summer and | hope
this will be available in the Autumn.

In the meantime we are already working to further enhance our network through
additional Special Protection Areas for seabirds and we are also working to see if we
can identify Special Areas of Conservation for harbour porpoise.

4.7 We ask you for an update on action to implement this recommendation
(engagement with the offshore MCZ process):.

Accept

Officials are in discussion with Defra about its considerations for further Marine
Conservation Zones. Defra is considering 37 provisional Marine Conservation
Zones, some of which are in our offshore waters, for its second tranche of
designations. No decision has been made yet as to which sites will be put forward
and consulted on in January 2015. We are keeping in very close touch with Defra
and will make sure that Welsh stakeholders are fully updated and consulted as soon
as there are any concrete developments.

4.10 However, we would be grateful if you could confirm that consultation with
stakeholders on the shared principles (for MPA management) will take place and
outline the timeline for such consultation.

Accept

I can confirm that consultation on shared principles for MPA Management has
already taken place. In recognition of the need to ensure that our MPAs are well
managed the Welsh Government and Natural Resources Wales have agreed a
number of shared principles. This includes how we will work together to take
forward the work needed to improve the effectiveness of MPA management and
ultimately the condition of our MPAs. These principles were shared with members of
the Stakeholder Focus Group in December 2013. In follow up to this we have
established an MPA Steering Group, which is scheduled to meet in June, who will
use principles as the basis for progressing this work. In addition, as this work strand
develops we will continue our consult with stakeholders with engagement at a range
of levels.

5.1. Concern was expressed to us by the Welsh Fishermen’s Association and
Bangor Mussels Producers Ltd about the accuracy of the Article 17 report produced
by Natural Resources Wales (to comply with the requirements of the Habitats




Directive). We note that NRW has been in discussion with these organisations in
order to address their concerns and hope that any outstanding issues have been
resolved:

Accept

A number of adjustments were made to the Wales Article 17 Report to take account
of the concerns raised and these have been passed on to the JNCC for inclusion in
the UK report.

6.4 To assure us (stakeholder engagement), we ask you to confirm:

a) how you are going to ensure that the momentum gained through the review of the
MCZ process is not lost;

b) whether you plan to establish a permanent mechanism for engagement: and (if

s0)

c) the steps you will take to establish such a mechanism.

Accept

I will very shortly announce in a written statement a refreshed approach to external
engagement for marine policy. This will ensure that the wide range of groups with
an interest in Welsh seas will receive regular information on progress. They will also
be able to participate in developing our work; on a task and finish basis. We will
build on core representation from existing interest groups to form a strategic group
across both marine policy and delivery. | want that new group to build on the
positive momentum and input that emerged from the review of our approach to
Marine Conservation Zones.

7.4 We intend to keep these data and evidence gathering arrangements under
review as they progress and we ask that you keep us informed as these
developments take place.

Accept

In order to ensure that marine planning is based on the best available knowledge,
my officials have initiated a Strategic Scoping Exercise which will present and
review, at a Wales level the evidence of relevance to marine planning. We will share
the draft report widely to ensure that all interested parties have an opportunity to
comment and contribute to this important evidence base. Building on this, and at the
same time, we will share a marine evidence portal that will make available relevant
marine spatial datasets to help inform the development of a vision and objectives for
the Welsh National Marine Plan. This process work will also then inform the
development of a marine evidence strategy for Wales. | will keep the Committee
informed as these initiatives progress.

8.2_Now that the consultation (on the monitoring programme for the marine strateqy
framework directive) has closed, we would be grateful if you could provide an update
as fo how the monitoring arrangements will be taken forward:

Accept
| will shortly publish our response to the consultation. The monitoring programme
will be established by 15" July, which will identify details on how monitoring will take




place. We are working closely with NRW and other relevant organisations to ensure
that the monitoring arrangements are in place.

9.1 - 9.3 We are aware of the proposals on Several and Requlating Orders
contained in the Environment Bill White Paper.

Although these issues did not form part of our initial inquiry, we were disappointed fo
hear during the follow-up sessions that the industry did not feel that it had been
consulted with or listened to during the development of these proposals.

We ask that due consideration is given to these concems as you progress with your
work to develop proposals for the Environment Bill:

Accept in part
To achieve our targets for sustainable growth of aquaculture over the next 6 years,
we need to ensure that we can grant Several and Regulating Orders most
effectively. We can best address this through legislative changes planned in the
Environment Bill. We consulted explicitly on those as part of the Environment Bill
process. My officials are in active dialogue with the mussel farmers as | recognise
the need to work with them. There may not be complete consensus on this, but we
are certainly in an active and constructive dialogue with the industry. We will
continue to work with the industry to find the best ways forward as | remain
committed to ensuring that we get the best value for the Welsh economy from this
sustainable activity
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